Acts Lesson #1

BSF Scripture Reading: 

FIRST DAY:

1. Read the lesson notes and References

SECOND DAY:

Read Acts 1:1-4; Luke 24:13-49
Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 

[Ac 1:1] In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach [2] until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  [3] After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  [4] On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  
Luke 24:13-49
[13] Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  [14] They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. [15] As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; [16] but they were kept from recognizing him. 

[17] He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
They stood still, their faces downcast. [18] One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

[19] “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. [20] The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; [21] but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.  And what is more, it is the third day  since all this took place. [22] In addition, some of our women amazed us.  They went to the tomb early this morning [23] but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. [24] Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 

[25] He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  [27] And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

[28] As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. [29] But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

[30] When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. [31] Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. [32] They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

[33] They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together [34] and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  [35] Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

[36] While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
[37] They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  [38] He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? [39] Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
[40] When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. [41] And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” [42] They gave him a piece of broiled fish, [43] and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

[44] He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
[45] Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. [46] He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, [47] and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  [48] You are witnesses of these things. [49] I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
THIRD DAY

Read Acts 1:4-8
[4] On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  
[5] For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
[6] So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

[7] He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  
[8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Question 7a

Romans 8:9;  [9] You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature  but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 
Romans 8:14-16;  [14] because those who are led by the Spirit of God  are sons of God.  [15] For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  [16] The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22; [21] Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, [22] set his seal of ownership on us and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
Galatians 5:22-23; But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law. 
FOURTH DAY
Read Acts 1:4-11, John 14:1-3, 16-18; 16:12-15

[4] On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  
[5] For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
[6] So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

[7] He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  
[8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
[9] After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

[10] They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
[11] “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

John 14:1-3
[14:1] “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me. [2] In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
John 14: 16-18
[16] And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— [17] the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. [18] I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
John 16: 12-15
[12] “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  [13] But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. [14] He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. [15] All that belongs to the Father is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 
FIFTH DAY:

Read Acts 1:12-26
[12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. [13] When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  [14] They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

[15] In those days Peter stood up among the believers  (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) [16] and said, “Brothers,  the Scripture had to be fulfilled  which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas,  who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus— [17] he was one of our number  and shared in this ministry.” 

[18] (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. [19] Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

[20] “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the book of Psalms, “‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,' and, 

“‘May another take his place of leadership.' 

[21] Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, [22] beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

[23] So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. [24] Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone's heart.  Show us which of these two you have chosen [25] to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” [26] Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

SIXTH DAY:

Read Acts 1:1-26
See above verses:
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