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have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever
[a]
enters through me will be saved. They will come in
10
and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.

BSF Scripture Reading:
FIRST DAY:

11

1.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
12
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not
the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when
he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and
13
scatters it. The man runs away because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

Read the lesson notes and References

SECOND DAY:
Read John 10:1-6

Ezekiel 34:1-16,30-31

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep
10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does
not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by
2
some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
4
name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his
5
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will
run away from him because they do not recognize a
6
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech,
but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

The Lord Will Be Israel’s Shepherd
2
34 The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man,
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord
says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take
care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care
3
of the flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves
with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but
4
you do not take care of the flock. You have not
strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound
up the injured. You have not brought back the strays
or searched for the lost. You have ruled them
5
harshly and brutally. So they were scattered
because there was no shepherd, and when they
were scattered they became food for all the wild
6
animals. My sheep wandered over all the
mountains and on every high hill. They were
scattered over the whole earth, and no one searched
or looked for them.

THIRD DAY
Read John 10;1-13;

7

“‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the
8
Lord: As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign
Lord, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has
been plundered and has become food for all the wild
animals, and because my shepherds did not search
for my flock but cared for themselves rather than for
9
my flock, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word
10
of the Lord: This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I
am against the shepherds and will hold them
accountable for my flock. I will remove them from
tending the flock so that the shepherds can no
longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from
their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them.

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does
not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by
2
some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
4
name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his
5
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will
run away from him because they do not recognize a
6
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech,
but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

11

“‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself
12
will search for my sheep and look after them. As a
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue
them from all the places where they were scattered

7

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I
8
am the gate for the sheep. All who have come
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
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on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them
out from the nations and gather them from the
countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I
will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the
14
ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will
tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they
will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will
15
feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I
myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down,
16
declares the Sovereign Lord. I will search for the
lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the
injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and
the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock
with justice.

authority to take it up again. This command I
received from my Father.”
19

The Jews who heard these words were again
20
divided. Many of them said, “He is demonpossessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”
21

But others said, “These are not the sayings of a
man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?”
Question 9
Eph. 2:11-22
11

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are
Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by
those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which
12
is done in the body by human hands)— remember
that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to
the covenants of the promise, without hope and
13
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far away have been brought
near by the blood of Christ.

30

Then they will know that I, the Lord their God, am
with them and that they, the Israelites, are my
31
people, declares the Sovereign Lord. You are my
sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God,
declares the Sovereign Lord.’”

Question 6

14

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two
groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
15
dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his
flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity
16
out of the two, thus making peace, and in one
body to reconcile both of them to God through the
17
cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He
came and preached peace to you who were far away
18
and peace to those who were near. For through
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

John 14:6
6

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.

FOURTH DAY:
Read John 10:11-21
11

19

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
12
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not
the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when
he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and
13
scatters it. The man runs away because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and
20
also members of his household, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
21
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to
22
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you
too are being built together to become a dwelling in
which God lives by his Spirit.

14

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
15
sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and
I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the
16
sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
17
one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is
that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.
18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and

Question 10
John 10:17-18
17

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down
18
my life—only to take it up again. No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
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authority to lay it down and authority to take it up
again. This command I received from my Father.”

sign, all that John said about this man was true.”
42
And in that place many believed in Jesus.

FIFTH DAY:

SIXTH DAY:

Read 10:22-42

Read John 10

Further Conflict Over Jesus’ Claims
22

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep
[b]

Then came the Festival of Dedication at
23
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the
temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.
24
The Jews who were there gathered around him,
saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does
not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by
2
some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
4
name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his
5
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will
run away from him because they do not recognize a
6
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech,
but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

25

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not
believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify
26
about me, but you do not believe because you are
27
not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know
28
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them
29
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to
[c]
me, is greater than all ; no one can snatch them out
30
of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”

7

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I
8
am the gate for the sheep. All who have come
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
9
have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever
[a]
enters through me will be saved. They will come in
10
and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.

31

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to
32
stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have shown
you many good works from the Father. For which of
these do you stone me?”
33

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they
replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere
man, claim to be God.”

11

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
12
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not
the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when
he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and
13
scatters it. The man runs away because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

34

Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your
[d] 35
Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’ ? If he called
them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and
36
Scripture cannot be set aside— what about the
one whom the Father set apart as his very own and
sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
37
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? Do not
38
believe me unless I do the works of my Father. But
if I do them, even though you do not believe me,
believe the works, that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the
39
Father.” Again they tried to seize him, but he
escaped their grasp.

14

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
15
sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and
I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the
16
sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
17
one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is
that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.
18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and
authority to take it up again. This command I
received from my Father.”

40

Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the
place where John had been baptizing in the early
41
days. There he stayed, and many people came to
him. They said, “Though John never performed a

3
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19

The Jews who heard these words were again
20
divided. Many of them said, “He is demonpossessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”
21

But others said, “These are not the sayings of a
man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?”
Further Conflict Over Jesus’ Claims
22

[b]

Then came the Festival of Dedication at
23
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the
temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.
24
The Jews who were there gathered around him,
saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not
believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify
26
about me, but you do not believe because you are
27
not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know
28
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them
29
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to
[c]
me, is greater than all ; no one can snatch them out
30
of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”
31

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to
32
stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have shown
you many good works from the Father. For which of
these do you stone me?”
33

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they
replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere
man, claim to be God.”
34

Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your
[d] 35
Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’ ? If he called
them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and
36
Scripture cannot be set aside— what about the
one whom the Father set apart as his very own and
sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
37
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? Do not
38
believe me unless I do the works of my Father. But
if I do them, even though you do not believe me,
believe the works, that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the
39
Father.” Again they tried to seize him, but he
escaped their grasp.
40

Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the
place where John had been baptizing in the early
41
days. There he stayed, and many people came to
him. They said, “Though John never performed a
sign, all that John said about this man was true.”
42
And in that place many believed in Jesus.
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