Revelation Lesson #17
BSF Scripture Reading: 

FIRST DAY:

1. Lecture principles:
-Even in the wildnerness God’s people find sanctuary in Jesus Christ
-Evil power can be overcome by heavenly power
-God equips His people to live a victorious life against satan’s attacts
2. Read the lesson notes

SECOND DAY:

Read Revelation 13:1-6
The Beast out of the Sea 
And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. [2] The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. [3] One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. [4] Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” 
[5] The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. [6] He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven.
THIRD DAY

Read Revelation 13:7-10
[7] He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. [8] All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. 
[9] He who has an ear, let him hear. 

[10] If anyone is to go into captivity, 
into captivity he will go. 
If anyone is to be killed with the sword, 
with the sword he will be killed. 

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints. 

Question 7

John 1:12-13, 29; [12] Yet to all who received him, to those who believed   in his name,   he gave the right to become children of God  — [13] children born not of natural descent,   nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  

[29] The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God,   who takes away the sin of the world!  

Philippians 3:20-21; 4:3; [20] But our citizenship   is in heaven.   And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,   [21] who, by the power   that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies   so that they will be like his glorious body.  
 [3] Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow,   help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers,   whose names are in the book of  life.  
Revelation 3:5; 20:12-13; [5] He who overcomes   will, like them, be dressed in white.   I will never blot out his name from the book of life,   but will acknowledge his name before my Father   and his angels. 
 [12] And I saw the dead, great and small,   standing before the throne, and books were opened.   Another book was opened, which is the book of life.   The dead were judged   according to what they had done   as recorded in the books. [13] The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades   gave up the dead   that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 


Question 8a
John 15:18-27; [18] “If the world hates you,   keep in mind that it hated me first. [19] If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you   out of the world. That is why the world hates you.   [20] Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.'    If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.   If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. [21] They will treat you this way because of my name,   for they do not know the One who sent me.   [22] If I had not come and spoken to them,   they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.   [23] He who hates me hates my Father as well. [24] If I had not done among them what no one else did,   they would not be guilty of sin.   But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. [25] But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law:   ‘They hated me without reason.'   
[26] “When the Counselor   comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,   the Spirit of truth   who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.   [27] And you also must testify,   for you have been with me from the beginning.  
Romans 15:4-5; [4] For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us,   so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
[5] May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity   among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 
2 Corinthians 6:4-10; [4] Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; [5] in beatings, imprisonments   and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger;   [6] in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit   and in sincere love;   [7] in truthful speech   and in the power of God;   with weapons of righteousness   in the right hand and in the left; [8] through glory and dishonor,   bad report   and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors;   [9] known, yet regarded as unknown; dying,   and yet we live on;   beaten, and yet not killed; [10] sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;   poor, yet making many rich;   having nothing,   and yet possessing everything.  
Colossians 1:9-14; [9] For this reason, since the day we heard about you,   we have not stopped praying for you   and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will   through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.   [10] And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy   of the Lord and may please him   in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,   [11] being strengthened with all power   according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience,   and joyfully [12] giving thanks to the Father,   who has qualified you   to share in the inheritance   of the saints in the kingdom of light.   [13] For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness   and brought us into the kingdom   of the Son he loves,   [14] in whom we have redemption,    the forgiveness of sins.  
1 Timothy 6:11-12; [11] But you, man of God,   flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness,   faith, love,   endurance and gentleness. [12] Fight the good fight   of the faith. Take hold of   the eternal life   to which you were called when you made your good confession   in the presence of many witnesses. 
FOURTH DAY:

Read Revelation 13:11-18
The Beast out of the Earth 
[11] Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. [12] He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. [13] And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. [14] Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. [15] He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. [16] He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, [17] so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. 
[18] This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666. 
Question 10a
Mark 13:22; [22] For false Christs and false prophets   will appear and perform signs and miracles   to deceive the elect—if that were possible. 
Question 10b
Exodus 7:1-5; [7:1] Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God   to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet.   [2] You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country. [3] But I will harden Pharaoh's heart,   and though I multiply my miraculous signs and wonders   in Egypt, [4] he will not listen   to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment   I will bring out my divisions,   my people the Israelites. [5] And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD   when I stretch out my hand   against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.” 
1 Kings 18:30-39; [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the altar   of the LORD, which was in ruins. [31] Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.”   [32] With the stones he built an altar in the name   of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs   of seed. [33] He arranged   the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.” 
[34] “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. [35] The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 
[36] At the time   of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O LORD, God of Abraham,   Isaac and Israel, let it be known   today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command.   [37] Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know   that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” 
[38] Then the fire   of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 
[39] When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate   and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!”  
John 11:41-44; 20:30-31; Acts 2:19-21; [41] So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up   and said, “Father,   I thank you that you have heard me. [42] I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here,   that they may believe that you sent me.”  
[43] When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”   [44] The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen,   and a cloth around his face.   
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
[30] Jesus did many other miraculous signs   in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.   [31] But these are written that you may   believe   that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,   and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
[19] I will show wonders in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below,  blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
[20] The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood  before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
[21] And everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord   will be saved.'   

Question 11b

1 Corinthians 2:6-16; [6] We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature,   but not the wisdom of this age   or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.   [7] No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom   that has been hidden   and that God destined for our glory before time began. [8] None of the rulers of this age   understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.   [9] However, as it is written: 
“No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him”   — 
[10] but God has revealed   it to us by his Spirit.   
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. [11] For who among men knows the thoughts of a man   except the man's spirit   within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. [12] We have not received the spirit   of the world   but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. [13] This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom   but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.   [14] The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God,   for they are foolishness   to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. [15] The spiritual   man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: 

[16] “For who has known the mind of the Lord 
that he may instruct him?”   
But we have the mind of Christ.  
Ephesians 1:13-14; [13] And you also were included in Christ   when you heard the word of truth,   the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal,   the promised Holy Spirit,   [14] who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance   until the redemption   of those who are God's possession—to the praise of his glory.  
FIFTH DAY:

Read Revelation 13:1-18 (see day 6)

Question 12c
Colossians 3:15-17;  [15] Let the peace of Christ   rule in your hearts, since as members of one body   you were called to peace. And be thankful. [16] Let the word of Christ   dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,   and as you sing psalms,   hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.   [17] And whatever you do,   whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks   to God the Father through him. 
Question 13a
Deuteronomy 13:1-4; [13:1] If a prophet,   or one who foretells by dreams,   appears among you and announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, [2] and if the sign   or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, “Let us follow other gods”   (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” [3] you must not listen to the words of that prophet   or dreamer.   The LORD your God is testing   you to find out whether you love   him with all your heart and with all your soul. [4] It is the LORD your God you must follow,   and him you must revere.   Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast   to him. 
Matthew 7:15-20; [15] “Watch out for false prophets.   They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.   [16] By their fruit you will recognize them.   Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?   [17] Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. [18] A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.   [19] Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.   [20] Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 
Mark 13:22-25; [22] For false Christs and false prophets   will appear and perform signs and miracles   to deceive the elect—if that were possible. 

[23] So be on your guard;   I have told you everything ahead of time. 

[24] “But in those days, following that distress, 
“‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 

[25] the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'   
1 John 4:1-3; [4:1] Dear friends,   do not believe every spirit,   but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.   [2] This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh   is from God,   [3] but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist,   which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  
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SIXTH DAY:

Review Revelation 13
The Beast out of the Sea 
And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. [2] The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. [3] One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. [4] Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” 
[5] The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. [6] He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven.
 [7] He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. [8] All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. 
[9] He who has an ear, let him hear. 

[10] If anyone is to go into captivity, 
into captivity he will go. 
If anyone is to be killed with the sword, 
with the sword he will be killed. 

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints. 
The Beast out of the Earth 
[11] Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. [12] He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. [13] And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. [14] Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. [15] He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. [16] He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, [17] so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. 
[18] This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666. 
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