EXILE AND RETURN  Lesson 22


FIRST DAY

Read Lesson 21 Notes


SECOND DAY: 

Read Zechariah 12:1-9
Jerusalem's Enemies to Be Destroyed
An Oracle
[12:1] This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit of man within him, declares: [2] “I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. [3] On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves. [4] On that day I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness,” declares the LORD. “I will keep a watchful eye over the house of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations. [5] Then the leaders of Judah will say in their hearts, ‘The people of Jerusalem are strong, because the LORD Almighty is their God.'
[6] “On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume right and left all the surrounding peoples, but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place.
[7] “The LORD will save the dwellings of Judah first, so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem's inhabitants may not be greater than that of Judah. [8] On that day the LORD will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the LORD going before them. [9] On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem.


[bookmark: _Hlk170236771]THIRD Day: 

Read Zechariah 12:10-13:9
Mourning for the One They Pierced
[10] “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. [11] On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. [12] The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of David and their wives, the clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, [13] the clan of the house of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, [14] and all the rest of the clans and their wives.
Zechariah 13
Cleansing From Sin
[13:1] “On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.
[2] “On that day, I will banish the names of the idols from the land, and they will be remembered no more,” declares the LORD Almighty. “I will remove both the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land. [3] And if anyone still prophesies, his father and mother, to whom he was born, will say to him, ‘You must die, because you have told lies in the LORD's name.' When he prophesies, his own parents will stab him.
[4] “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his prophetic vision. He will not put on a prophet's garment of hair in order to deceive. [5] He will say, ‘I am not a prophet. I am a farmer; the land has been my livelihood since my youth.' [6] If someone asks him, ‘What are these wounds on your body?' he will answer, ‘The wounds I was given at the house of my friends.'
The Shepherd Struck, the Sheep Scattered
[7] “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,
against the man who is close to me!” 
declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered,
and I will turn my hand against the little ones.
[8] In the whole land,” declares the LORD, 
“two-thirds will be struck down and perish; 
yet one-third will be left in it.
[9] This third I will bring into the fire;
I will refine them like silver
and test them like gold.
They will call on my name
and I will answer them; 
I will say, ‘They are my people,'
and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.'”

Question 7b
Romans 2:4;  [4] Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?
2 Corinthians 7:10;  [10] Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 
1 John 1:9;  [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
Question 7c
Isaiah 53:4-6;  [4] Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
[5] But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed.
[6] We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.

1 Peter 2:24;  [24] He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
Question 8
Romans 11:25-27;  All Israel Will Be Saved
[25] I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. [26] And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 
“The deliverer will come from Zion; 
he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
[27] And this is my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.”

Question 9a
Isaiah 53:10;  [10] Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.




FOURTH DAY

Read Zechariah 14:1-9
The LORD Comes and Reigns
[14:1] A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you.
[2] I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.
[3] Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. [4] On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. [5] You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.
[6] On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. [7] It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime—a day known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light.
[8] On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter.
[9] The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.
Question 11
Revelation 22:1-2, 5;  The River of Life
[22:1] Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
[5] There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.
Question 12a
Philippians 2:10-11;  [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
[11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.




[bookmark: _Hlk172638454] FIFTH DAY

Read Zechariah 14:10-21
[10] The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become like the Arabah. But Jerusalem will be raised up and remain in its place, from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses. [11] It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure.
[12] This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. [13] On that day men will be stricken by the LORD with great panic. Each man will seize the hand of another, and they will attack each other. [14] Judah too will fight at Jerusalem. The wealth of all the surrounding nations will be collected—great quantities of gold and silver and clothing. [15] A similar plague will strike the horses and mules, the camels and donkeys, and all the animals in those camps.
[16] Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. [17] If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, they will have no rain. [18] If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they will have no rain. The LORD will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. [19] This will be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.
[20] On that day HOLY TO THE LORD will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, and the cooking pots in the LORD's house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. [21] Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the LORD Almighty, and all who come to sacrifice will take some of the pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD Almighty.





SIXTH DAY: 

[bookmark: _Hlk209192897]Review Zechariah 12-14
Zechariah 12
Jerusalem's Enemies to Be Destroyed
An Oracle
[12:1] This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit of man within him, declares: [2] “I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. [3] On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves. [4] On that day I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness,” declares the LORD. “I will keep a watchful eye over the house of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations. [5] Then the leaders of Judah will say in their hearts, ‘The people of Jerusalem are strong, because the LORD Almighty is their God.'
[6] “On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume right and left all the surrounding peoples, but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place.
[7] “The LORD will save the dwellings of Judah first, so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem's inhabitants may not be greater than that of Judah. [8] On that day the LORD will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the LORD going before them. [9] On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem.
Mourning for the One They Pierced
[10] “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. [11] On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. [12] The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of David and their wives, the clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, [13] the clan of the house of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, [14] and all the rest of the clans and their wives.
Zechariah 13
Cleansing From Sin
[13:1] “On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.
[2] “On that day, I will banish the names of the idols from the land, and they will be remembered no more,” declares the LORD Almighty. “I will remove both the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land. [3] And if anyone still prophesies, his father and mother, to whom he was born, will say to him, ‘You must die, because you have told lies in the LORD's name.' When he prophesies, his own parents will stab him.
[4] “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his prophetic vision. He will not put on a prophet's garment of hair in order to deceive. [5] He will say, ‘I am not a prophet. I am a farmer; the land has been my livelihood since my youth.' [6] If someone asks him, ‘What are these wounds on your body?' he will answer, ‘The wounds I was given at the house of my friends.'
The Shepherd Struck, the Sheep Scattered
[7] “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,
against the man who is close to me!” 
declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered,
and I will turn my hand against the little ones.
[8] In the whole land,” declares the LORD, 
“two-thirds will be struck down and perish; 
yet one-third will be left in it.
[9] This third I will bring into the fire;
I will refine them like silver
and test them like gold.
They will call on my name
and I will answer them; 
I will say, ‘They are my people,'
and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.'”
Zechariah 14
The LORD Comes and Reigns
[14:1] A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you.
[2] I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.
[3] Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. [4] On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. [5] You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.
[6] On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. [7] It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime—a day known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light.
[8] On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter.
[9] The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.
[10] The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become like the Arabah. But Jerusalem will be raised up and remain in its place, from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses. [11] It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure.
[12] This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. [13] On that day men will be stricken by the LORD with great panic. Each man will seize the hand of another, and they will attack each other. [14] Judah too will fight at Jerusalem. The wealth of all the surrounding nations will be collected—great quantities of gold and silver and clothing. [15] A similar plague will strike the horses and mules, the camels and donkeys, and all the animals in those camps.
[16] Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. [17] If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, they will have no rain. [18] If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they will have no rain. The LORD will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. [19] This will be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.
[20] On that day HOLY TO THE LORD will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, and the cooking pots in the LORD's house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. [21] Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the LORD Almighty, and all who come to sacrifice will take some of the pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD Almighty.
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